LETTERS         FROM         LAUSANNE

reception which says: c You were given sufficient
privileges and were not content with them;
society will intimidate, by your example, those
who might be tempted to imitate you, and who, in
imitating you, would trouble everything, overset
everything, and remove from the world all
security and all confidence/ And such men,
although they may be punished more severely than
ever women are, have often been guilty only of
imprudence, of weakness, or of a moment of
frenzy; for men of determined vice, the really
wicked, are as rare as perfect men or p erf eel: women.
These exist only in indifferent romances. I do not
find, I repeat, the position of men to be, even in
this respect, so very different from that of women.
And then, how many other painful obligations
does not society impose on them? Do you think,
for instance, that should war be declared, it would
be very agreeable to your cousin to leave us in the
month of March in order to expose himself to the
danger of being killed or crippled, or, through
sleeping on wet ground, to the risk of taking the
germs of a perhaps incurable disease? "

" But mamma, it is his duty, his profession; he
has chosen it. He is paid for all that you have just
described; and if he distinguishes himself he will
win honour, even perhaps a lasting fame. He will
be promoted; he will be honoured wherever he
goes, in Holland, in France, in Switzerland, even
amongst the very enemies whom he has fought."

" Well, Cecilia; it is the duty, it is the profession